ABSTRACT A patient is described in whom a clinical picture resembling allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis was found to be caused by hypersensitivity to the fungus Stemphylium lanuginosum. Bronchopulmonary reactions to antigens other than Aspergillus may be more frequent than is currently believed.
Allergic bronchopulmonary aspergillosis was first described in Britain,' and it is now a wellrecognised condition in many parts of the world including Britain,2 America,3 Canada,4 and South Africa. 5 The clinical picture is characterised by asthma, blood and sputum eosinophilia and chest radiograph shadows, while the immunological characteristics include high total IgE levels, specific IgE and IgG antibodies to Aspergillus in the serum and dual skin and bronchial reactions in response to prick tests and inhalation challenges with the Aspergillus antigen. Clinical, immunological, and histological data suggest that, in addition to the type 1 and type 3 reactions, cell-mediated hypersensitivity, antibody dependent cytotoxicity, and altemate pathway complement activation may play some role in the pathogenesis. 2 6 Other organisms which may on occasion produce a similar clinical picture include Candida albicans,7 Pseudomonas aeruginosa,8 and the mould Helminthosporium spp. 9 We report a patient in whom a bronchopulmonary reaction similar in many respects to that seen with Aspergillus resulted from inhalation of the fungus Stemphylium lanuginosum. (fig 1) .
Precipitins to Aspergillus fumigatus, A niger, and A flavus, were undetected by double diffusion in neat serum but were weakly positive when the serum was concentrated three times. At bronchoscopy, the only abnormality was of the right middle lobe orifice which was oedematous and occluded by mucopurulent secretions. Secretions aspirated directly from the right middle lobe bronchus were examined after gram staining and fungal elements were seen. The secretions were cultured on Sabouraud's and Littman's media at room temperature at 37°C. Growth as a pure culture first appeared on Littman's medium at 37°C after two days, and then on the Sabouraud's the next day. The growth was originally white and fluffy and later darkened to black, as the spores developed. The characteristic dark spores with irregular septa of Stemphylium lanuginosum were found on microscopic examination of the culture and confirmed by slide culture, from which a photograph was taken (fig 2) . Several subsequent cultures of sputum and of mucus plugs yielded heavy growths of the same organism. All cultures were negative for Aspergillus, other fungi, and bacteria. An 
